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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


DIzT CONVENES EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
Session of 80 Days 


0W110639 Tokyo KYODO in English 0634 GMT 11 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 11 September KYODO--The Diet convened Thursday for an 8/)-day 
extraordinary session to discuss bills for the privatization of the Japanese 
National Railways (JNR), Japan's decision to join in U.S. Strategic Defense 
Initiative (SDI) research, a supplementary budget and other items. 


The lower house of the Diet opened plenary sessions from 1 p.m. and voted on 
an 80-day tern. 


An opening ceremony was held in the House of Councillors in the presence of 
the emperor at 3 p.m. Members of the Japan Coomunist Party were absent from 
the ceremony, citing that the presence of the emperor at the ceremony is 
unconstitutional. 


Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone will give a general policy speech Friday with 
the leaders of the opposition parties responding to the speech 16-18 
September. 


The government will submit eight bills to d‘.vide and privatize the difficit- 
ridden JYR next April. The LDP attaches imaense importance to having these 
bills pass the Diet because JNR reform is the most important task among the 
administrative reforms being conducted by the Nakasone government. 


The Democratic Socialist Party favors the bills, while the No. 1 opposition 
Japan Socialist Party (JSP) approves of the privatization issue but opposes 
the division sf the JNR. Komeito calls for a revision of the methods of 
division and the Japan Communist Party (JCP) oppeses both the divistor and 
privatization of the JNR. 


Measures to relocate 61,000 surplus JNF personnel and to meet the iong term 
debts of 37 trillion yen are expected to be the main focus of discussion. 


If the government wants to initiate ite plan next April as scheduled, the time 
limit for enacting the bills wili be early November since if wil!) need five 
months of preparation to sxt up new companies, political sources said. 
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The government's decision to participate in SDI research program angered 
opposition parties, except the Democratic Socialist Party. 


The JSP and the JCP insist that the decision violates the 1969 Diet resolution 
which restricts the develooment and use of outer space to peaceful purposes 
and also goes against the constitution which renounces war as means of 
settling disputes. 


The government says it does not oppose the resolution because SD is a 
defensive system aimed at eliminating nuclear weapons. 


Opposition to Challenge Nakasone Speech 
0W121150 Tokyo KYODO in English 1137 GMT 12 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 12 September KYODO--Opposition parties will launch a series of 
policy debates in the newly convened Diet next week to challenge the 
government of Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone who gave his policy speech to 
the Diet Friday. 


Takako Doi, the newly elected chairwoman of Japan Socialist Party (JSP), will 
be the debater for the top opposition party. She is expected to counter 
Nakasone's policies next Tuesday, in a bid aiwed at lifting the JSP's image 
from a union-dependent party to a new party open to the general public. 


JSP suffered a major setback in the 6 July general elections which reduced its 
lower house seats from 113 to 87. 


Komeito party chairman Yoshikatsu Takeiri will also challenge the ruling 
Liberal-Democratic Party (LDP) policies Tuesday. 


An 80-day extraordinary session of the Diet began Thursday. 


Former Defense Agency chief Koichi Kato, now deputy chairman of the LDP's 
policy affairs council, will lead off the questions on the same dzy. 


Saburo Tsukamoto, chairman of the Democratic Socialist Party (DSP), which also 
saw its lower house seats decline in the July election from 39 to 28, will 
make his address Wednesday. 


Mitsuhiro Kaneko of the Japan Communist Party will also participate in 
Wednesday's policy debates against the LDP. 


The LDP-opposition debates are expected to center on such urgent issues ar the 
privatization of the deficit-ridden Japanese national railways, stimuiation of 
domestic economy, and Japan's participation in the U.S. strategic defense 
initiative announced by the governme:t Tuxsday. 


Nakasone addressed all those issues in his keynote policy address cn the 
second day Diet seasion Friday. 











The opposition parties, invoking the first substantial policy debates after 

the 6 July election loss, may face a tough passage during the Diet session in 
view of the LDP's massive majority in the lower house, political analysts say. 
The LDP commands 308 seats in the 512-member chamber. 


In the Upper House, which is also dominated by the LDP, opposition 
representatives will also hold policy debates against the LDP. 


Nakasone told the Diet Friday he will do his best to solve the country's 
urgent political and economic issues. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


KYODO ON NEW SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA 
0W191251 Tokyo KYODO in English 0934 GMT 19 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 19 September KYODO--Prodded by growing international sentiment 
against South Africa, Japan became the latest industrial country Friday to 
impose additional sanctions against Pretoria to force it to abandon its policy 
of apartheid or racial segregation. 


Chief Government Spokesman Masaharu Gotoda announced that Japan will ban iron 
and steel .sports, halt issuance of tourist visas for South Africans and ban 
the use of South African Airways’ international flights by government 
officials. He also said that Japancse people are discouraged from traveling 
to South Africa to pressure that country into taking “steps for fundamental 
reforms aimed at abolishing apartheid.” 


Asked about the new Japanese sanctions, Jan Wentzel, South Africa’s Consul 
General here, said: ‘All I should say is that we received the text and we are 
studying it.” 


The new punitive measures by Japan, one of South Africa's biggest raiding 
partners, followed similar action taken Tuesday by the 12-nation European 
community. 


Japan is imposing the new sanctions because “the situation in South Africa, 
which shows no sign of improvement, has reached such a serious stage that some 
steps must be taken,” Gotoda said. 


In announcing the second such set of punitive steps taken since last Gctober, 
the chief government spokesman called for the unconditional release of Nelson 
Mandela, an imprisoned dissident leader and all other political prisoners. 


Japan made the latest move with great reluctance as the United States was 
prepared to unveil new sanctions next week against South Africa where Jiupanese 
residents are treated as “honorary whites.” 


The Japanese decision is also designed to avoid a repetition of the infamous 
episode in 1980 when Japan bought ofl from Iran whose militants held American 
Embassy personnel hostage, leading the U.S. to suspect that Japan was teking 
advantage of the situation. 








The purchases from Iran caught the ire of Americans, who threatened to boycott 
Japanese products. Japan promptly halted oil transactions. As a result, 
Japan's punitive measures against the Soviet Union for its imposition of 
martial law in Poland, and Japan's sanctions against South Africa in protest 
against apartheid, are “neither stronger nor weaker” than those imposed by the 
U.S. or the EC, Foreign Ministry officials said. 


Although Japan bans direct investment in South Africa, it has long been a 
good customer, buying coal, gold, platinum, iron ore, and other rare metals 
and resources. Trade between the two countries totaled 2.38 billion dollars 
in 1985. 


The new sanctions did not include coal, the largest import item from South 
Africa. Japan's coal imports from South Africa came to 490 million doliars, 
accounting for 22 percent of the total imports last year. 


As the U.S. and EC member countries toughened their stance against South 
Africa, the white minority government has sought understanding from Japan by 
sending Trade Minister David de Villiers in August and Foreign Minister Roelof 
Botha earlier this month. 


A Foreign Ministry official said Japan has requested Education Minister 
Frederik de Klerk to cancel his plan to unofficially visit Japan next month. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


NORTHERN ISLANDS MAJOR ISSUE IN TALKS WITH USSR 
0W120855 Tokyo KYODO in English 0824 GMT 12 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 12 September KYODO--Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari pledged 
Friday he will put forth his best efforts to bring about a successful 
ministerial GATT trade meeting and to streamline the United Nations. 


Kuranari made the pledge before he leaves Tokyo for Punta del Este, Uruguay, 
Saturday '.o attend a ministerial meeting of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) 16-19 September and then for New York to attend a United 
Nations General Assembly meeting. The GATT meeting aims at starting a new 
round of multilateral trade negotiations for freer trade among advanced and 
developing nations. 


Kuranari said there are still differences of opinions among prospective 
participants in the GATT meeting over services and agricultural export 
subsidies. But Kuranari said he will strive to adjust the differences between 
the United States, Europe, members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
National (ASEAN) and other countries in order to bring the meeting to a 
successful conclusion. 


In New York on 21-25 September, Kuranari said he wants to call for the support 
to the United Nations to seek peace and disarmament as well as relief for 
refugees and hunger. He will] also urge the streamlining of the United Nations 
organization. 


While in New York, Kuranari is also scheduled to meet with U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz, Soviet Foveign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian, South Korean Foreign Minister Choe Kwant-su and 
other Foreign Ministers. Kuranari said he wiil discuss with Shultz bilateral 
economic probleme and the international situation. 


The Kuranari-Shevardnadze meeting will focus on the timing of a visit to Japan 
by Soviet lesder Mikhail Gorbachev. He said ne will tell Shevardnadze that 
the expected Gorbachev-Nakasone meeting will be meaningless without discussing 
the return to Japan of the four Soviet-held northern islands off Hokkaido. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JAPANESE, MEXICAN LEGISLATORS SIGN AMITY PACT 
0W180953 Tokyo KYODO in English 0754 GMT 18 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 18 September KYODO--Japanese and Mexican Parliament members 
Thursday concluded a friendship pact to promote their bilateral relationship. 


Members of the Japan-Mexico Parliamentary Friendship Federation, led by Masumi 
Esaki, former Minister of Policy Affairs Research Council signed the accord 
with the visiting Mexican Parliamentary delegation headed by Antonio Riva 
Palacio, Mexico's Upper House speaker. 


The accord said parliamentary members of both countries will cooperate to 
further promote friendly bilateral relations, exchange opinions on world 
affairs and hold regular annual meetings, a Mexican Embassy official said. 


The Japanese Federation, comprised 40 Dietmen of ruling and opposition parties 
of both houses of the Diet, have participated in meetings with their Mexican 
counterparts since 1983. 


At the signatory meeting at the Mexican Embassy, Esaki, a senior Liberal- 
Democratic Party Member, saic he welcomes a Japan visit by Mexican President 
Miguel de la Madrid slated for late November, the official said. 


Palacio replied that Mexico will assure a stable supply of ofl to Japan and 
asked for Japan's cooperation in solving Mexico's huge accumulated foreign 

debts, which Foreign Ministry sources said amounts to 37.7 billion dollars, 
8.67 billion dollars of which were loans from Japanese private sectors. 


The five-member Mexican delegation is in Japan between Thursday and Sunday at 
the invitation of Upper House Speaker Masaaki Fujita. 


412913 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


ENVOYS URGE GREATER ROLE IN UN ACTIVITIES 
0W220333 Tokyo KYODO in English 0112 GMT 22 Sep 86 
[By Masanori Kikuta] 


[Text] New York, 21 September KYODO--Japanese envoys to U.N. organizations 
Sunday urgod Tokyo to beef up its role in U.N. activities through personal as 
well as financial contributions. 


The recommendation was made by a group of seven envoys, including U.N. 
Ambassador Kiyoaki Kikuchi, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of Japan's 
U.N. membership. 


They called on the government to “consider the possibility of personal 
contributions” to U.N. peace-keeping operations, including the dispatch of 
staff members to monitor eJections of the United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group (UNTAG). Such contributions aust be limited to domestic legal 
constraints, the report said, ruling out the participation of the Japanese 
self-defense forces in U.4. peace-keeping efforts. 


The envoys also urged the Tokyo government to promote the streamlining of U.N. 
machinery “from a taxpayer's viewpoint,” pointing out tha: Japan is the second 
largest financial contributor to the U.N. 


They called for effo.ts toward similar reform of specialized U.N. 
organizations. Japan has led an initiative for U.N. reform, and the U.N. 
General Assembly, which opens Monday, is set to consider reform 
recommendations by an ‘ntergovernmental group of experts. 


The six-point report also recommenced greater publicity of Tokyo's policies 
through U.N. machinery, increased Japanese ataff in U.N. organizations and 
thee strengthening of a setu> for U.N diplomacy. tucluding the establishment 
of a permanent Japanese aiesion in Vienna. 


/12913 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


GOTODA DENIES CENSORSHIP CHARGE IN FUJIO AFFAIR 
OW100601 Tokyo KYODO in English 0555 GMT 10 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 10 september KYODO--Chief Cabinet Secretary Masaharu Gotoda 
Wednesday denied uailegations that he attempted to censor a controversial 
magazine interview made by Masayuki Fujio, who was dismissed as education 
minister Monday night. 


Meeting with reporters, Gotoda declared, “It's not true that I had iutended to 
carry out censorship.” 


Magazine publisher Bungei Shunju, which released the article in its October 
issue Wednesday, said Tuesday that it had sent a protest letter to Gotoda and 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone following an attempt by the government to 
“pre-censor” the Fujio interview. 


Magazine officials said on 3 September Gotoda told the compary's managing 
editor, “I've read Fujio's statement and this is going to become a serious 
problem.” 


He also asked the editor to meet with Kimio Fujita, director of the Foreign 
Ministry's Asian bureau, who reportedly visited Bungei Shuju later the same 
day to request that the magazine revise or eliminate two items in the Fujio 
article. 


Bungei Shunju charged that ‘he incident represents an attempt to censor the 
contents of the interview. 


At the press conference, Gotoda said his request to the publisher to make some 
revisions to avoid a major international incident was refused. He added, “I 
can't acknowledge the protest (by the publisher).” 


When asked to reveal the identity of the person who provided him with a galley 
proof (draft) of the Fujio interview, Gotoda refused, saying it would cause 
undue problems for the person concerned. 


The outspoken Fujio was dismissed from Nakasone's Cabinet after he aroused the 
indignation of South Koree over his comment that Japan's 1910 annexation of 
Korea was justified on the basis of a bilateral agreement. 


/12913 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JUSTICE MINISTRY STUDYING ALIEN REGISTRATION LAW 
OW100847 Tokyo KYODO in English 0824 GMT 10 Aug 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 10 August KYODO--It was learned Sunday that the Justice 
Ministry is now considering limiting to one time only the fingerprinting of 
foreign residents in Japan and the life of alien registration certificates to 
ten years from the present five. 


The study is part of a bill to revise the alien registration law which the 
ministry intends to present during the next ordinary Diet session. 


The moves surfaced for the first time following the criticism of foreign 
residents in Japan and their governments that the fingerprinting system is 
humiliating and their request that it be reviewed. Many foreigners have 
voiced the opinion that if the procedure must be carried out, it should only 
be done once. 


It is also thinking of another alternative, which would be to have foreigners 
put their signatures in their registration certificates themselves. 


The alien registration law was revised ix July of last year to allow the use 
of colorless fingerprinting ink that last for 10 years, instead of the black 
ink previously employed. 


The Justice Ministry plans to study the ideas for changing the procedures 
further in consideration of foreigners' appeals, but any decisions are still 
seen as in a state of flux, because consultations with the foreign and home 
affairs ministries and police authorities are necessary. 


The National Police Agency is expected to oppose any drastic amendment. 


/12913 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


NAKASONE'S POPULARITY DROPS IN ASAHI POLL 
0W090017 Tokyo KYODO in English 0005 GMT 9 Aug 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 9 August KYODO--The approval rating of Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone's Cabinet has dropped from an all-time high of 53 percent last May to 
48 percent according to the latest ASAHI SHIMBUN opinion poll conducted 
earlier this month, the newspaper reported Saturday, 


The ASAHI nationwide survey also showed that 65 percent of the respondents 
think that the ruling Liberal-Dem.“ratic “won too much” in capturing 304 Lower 
House seats in the 6 July national election. ASAHI said the poll was 
conducted on 6-7 August, two weeks after Nakasone inaugurated a new Cabinet 
following the LDP's landslide election victory. 


Along with the 5-point dip in the Cabinet's approval rating, the ASAHI poll 
showed that the support rate for the LDP also dropped from 59 percent in May 
to 55 percent in the latest survey. 


A majority--53 percent--of the LDP supporters also said that they think the 
LDP's July election victory was excessive, ASAHI said. The 48 percent 
approval rating for the Nakasone Cabinet was the second highest recorded in 
the ASAHI polls following the 53 percent approval rate scored in both the 
March and May readings. 


The number of respondents who expressed their disapproval of the Nakasone 
Cabinet increased from 22 percent in May to 30 percent this month. 


The number of “don't knows” dropped from 25 percent to 22 percent--the lowest 
in the series of opinion polls the newspaper has been conducting since 
Nakasone came to office in November 1982. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


SUPPORT FOR NAKASONE CABINET DECLINES 35 PERCENT 
0W140855 Tokyo KYODO in English 0841 GMT 14 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 14 September KYODO--The public support rate for the Cabinet of 
Prime Mirister Yasuhiro Nakasone has declined seven points to 35 percent in 
the past three months despite the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party's landslide 
victory in the 6 July Diet elections, the mass circulation Mainichi Shimbun 
reported Sunday. 


It said the report was based on a poll conducted 5, 6, and 7 September, among 
4,177 men and women aged over 20 across the country. The previous poll was 
conducted on 30 and 31 May and 1 June. 


The survey also showed that those who oppose the Cabinet have decreased 1 
percent to 26 percent from the previous poll, the number of those who were 
"don't know” increased to 36 percent from 29 percent~-a reverse of the usual 
trend for polls conducted right after a long spell of summer holidays. 


Asked about the good or bad points of Nakasone, 40 percent of the respondents 
pointed to his foreign policy as the most favorable aspect, while 35 percent 
said he was “untrustworthy.” 


The second most favorable point cited was “strong leadership,” which also 
rated second in the last poll. The rate increased three points to 37 percent. 


This is attributed to the LDP's landslide victory in the elections, in which 
it won 304 seats in the 512-seat Lower House of the Viet, the report said. 


Criticism that Nakasone is untrustworthy replaced economic policy as the most 
negative point, being cited in 35 percent of the replies, up four points. 


Those critical of Nakasone were primarily urban dwellers, higher educated 
people, students, corporate executives and those in their 20s and 30s, the 
report said. 


Partywide, the supporters of the LDP fell to 43 percent from 48 percent, while 
people with no political affiliation increased to 30 percent from 23 percent. 


Political analysts point out that the figures reflect the fact that there have 
been no major public events that might have boosted the party's popularity in 
the period, such as the “Tokyo Summit” of seven industrialized democracies and 
the royal visit by Britain's Prince Charles and Princess Diana last May. 


/12913 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JAPANFSE DAILIES CONDEMN SEOUL AIRPORT BOMBING 


0W170125 Tokyo KYUDO in English 0101 GMT 17 Sep 86 





[Text] Tokyo, 17 September KYODO--Japanese newspapers in editorials condemned 
the bombing of Seoul International Airport Wednesday and said terrorism should 
not be allowed to disrupt the Asian Games opening in the South Korean capital 
Saturday. 


“The Asian Games are a festival of sports which should be enjoyed by all the 
peoples of Asia and should not be allowed to be sabotaged by terrorists,” the 
YOMIURI SHIMBUN (newspaper) said. 


The ASAHI and MAINICHI SHIMBUNS, the two other major dailies, also deplored 
the incident with the ASAHI saying it has created some elements of unrest 
concerning the regional sports event held every four years. 


Five South Koreans vere killed and more than 30 others injured in a powerful 
explosion at the airport Sunday. The MAINICHI said it was obvious that the 
terrorist act was aimed at the 20 September-5 October Asian Games. “But 
terrorism cannot achieve its objective nor can it be permitted,” the MAINICHI 
said. 


South Korea linked the bombing to North Korea or “impure” elements abetted by 
the communist government in Pyongyang. North Korea, which intends to boycott 
the games, denied any involvement in the incident. 


While the ASAHI urged both North and South Korea to show “self-restraint in 
order to ease the tension” on the Korean peninsula, the MAINICHI expressed 
hopes the dialogue between Seoul and Pyongyang will continue despite the 
incident. 


“Other countries, including Japan, should cooperate” with the two Koreas in 
this respect, the ASAHI said, adding that a visit to Seoul by Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone this weekend will be “meaningful” if he can help create a 
climate that will reduce tension. 


Nakasone will go to Seoul Saturday to attend the opening ceremony of the 10th 
Asian Games and will meet President Chon Tu-hwan before returning home Sunday. 
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The YOMIURI said, “if we must endure inconveniences due to stricter security, 
we will accept this as necessary to counter vicious terrorism.” “We also hope 


that (Nakasone’s Seoul visit) will help promote the Asian Games,” the YOMIURI 
added. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


BRIEFS 


SINO-JAPANESE MEETING--Tokyo, 17 September KYODO--The 2lst Century Commictee 
for Japan-China friendship will hold its third meeting next Monday in Tokyo 
and Oiso, Kanagawa prefecture, the committee office said Wednesday. The 
committee was established in 1984 when Prime Minister Yasuhiru Nakasone 
visiced China. Knowledgeable people from both Japan and China get together in 
the committee and discuss the two countries’ relationship in the coming 2lst 
century, according to the office. The Japanese side is led by Tadao Oshikawa, 
president of Keic University, and the Chinese by Wang Zhaoguo, a secretariat 
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. The Chinese will 
arrive here Sunday for the three-day meeting. Nakasone will host a luncheon 
for them on 25 September, and they will leave for home 27 September, the 
office said. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 1215 GMT 17 Sep 86 OW] /12913 


IDP MEMBERSHI? DOWN--Tokyo, 1: September KYODO--Membership of the Ruling 
Liberal—Democratic has fallen to about 2.51 million from last year's all-time 
record of 3.63 million, the party said Saturday. The LDP said the number of 
party members totaled 2,516,754 as of the end of last month. The party's 
fraternity members totaled about 160,000, a sharp drop of about 290,000 from 
last year. The LDP membership has been well above the two million level 
throughout the past five years except in 1984, when it dropped to about 1.9 
million. The party attributed the decline this year to sluggish campaigns to 
increase party membership compared with last year and other factors. Of the 
party membership, about 2.37 million, 65 percent of last year's membership, 
continued their membership this year and about 144,000 were newly recruited. 
Tsutomu Kawara, chairman of the LDP National Organization Committee, said the 
party will strive to increase the number of members toward its target of five 
million. Party members and fraternity members who have paid their fees to the 
party for three consecutive years are eligible to vote in the LDP presidential 
primaries. [Text] [[Tokyo KYODO in English 1148 GMT 13 Sep 86 OW] /12913 


HIJACKERS EAGER TO RETURN--Tokyc, 2 August KYODO--Former Red Army radicals who 
hijacked a Japan Airlines plane to North Korea in 1970 are eager to return to 
Jevan despite the risk of being imprisoned, a Japanese cpposition politician 
said Saturday. Toru Kurihara, leader of a Japan Socialist Party delegation to 
North Korea, said he and members of his mission met with Takamaro Tamiya, 43, 
and Morisuke Wakabayashi, 39, leaders of the Red Army group staying in North 
Korea, in Pyongyang Thursday. Kurihara said Tamiya and his colleagues said 
they are eager to return to Japan regardless of whether they will be sent to 
prison. ‘The radicals said they anticipate a legal battle to try to avoid 
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imprisonment in Japan, saying they would not dare to return to Japan unless 
there was a chance that they might avoid imprisonment. Japanese authorities 
have made it clear that the radicals would be taken into custody on arrival in 
Japan on a charge of hijacking a commercial airliner. Kurihara said Tamiya 
and Wakabayashi showed interest in the landslide victory by the ruling 
Liberal-Democratic Party in the 6 July elections of both houses of the Diet. 
[Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 1239 GMT 2 Aug 86 OW] /12913 
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MILITARY 


CONFERENCE IN KYOTO CONCLUDES--Kyoto, 11 September KYODO--The London-based 
International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) wound up its four-day 
annual conference here Thursday with concluding remarks by LISS director 
Robert O'Neill. Referring to the conference, O'Neill said the U.S. Strategic 
Defense Initiative (SDI) was hotly discussed by participants, citing that it 
was criticized by several who claimed “it was virtually a piece of American 
commercial policy.” Relating to Japan's security, O'Neill said, “Japan was 
also the object of auch criticism for its unwillingness to share technology.” 
Pointing to the consensus of the conference, he said the Soviets are not about 
to make major policy changes, particularly those related to Japan and China, 
despite Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's major speech in Vladivostok. Some 
300 defense experts from 35 countries attended the conference, the first held 
outside North America and Europe, in which former U.S. Secretary Henry 
Kissinger was a keynote speaker. Major topics included U.S. military power in 
the Pacific; Soviet influence in East Asia and the Pacific, China, Korea, and 
trade and technology. The next annual conference is echeduled to take place 
in Barcelona, Spain, officials said. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 0704 GMT 
ll Sep 86 OW] /12913 


U.S. NAVY TO CONDUCT SRILL--Tokyo, 14 September KYODO--Japan's Maritime Safety 
Agency said Sunday that a U.S. Naval task force led by the aircraft carrier 
Ranger was seen passing from the Pacific to the Japan Sea through the Strait 
of Teugaru, lying between mainland Honshu and Hokkaido, at 3 p.m. Sunday 
afternoon. The 60,000 ton Raxeer was accompanied by three other warships, 
including a frigate. The task force is expected to join the U.S. battleship 
New Jersey and its support ships early this week and conduct a Naval drill for 
a few days in the Japan Sea to show a military presence in the area, 
authoritative sources said. A total of 15 U.S. warships are to join the 
exercise, the sources said. The drill is the first by the U.S. Navy in the 
Japan Sea to include an aircraft carrier and a battleship since November 1984. 
The U.S. Naval drill is seen as part of a U.S. strategy to rival the Soviet 
military presence in the Japan Sea, where a number of nuclear-powered 
submarines of the Soviet Navy are constantly engaged in ailitary exercises. 
[Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 1111 GMT 14 Sep 86 OW] /12913 


VIETNAMESE DOCTOR DEFECTS--Tokyo, 2 August KYODO--A Vietnamese woman doctor 
attending conjoined twins bing treated here, defected to the United States 
Saturday and flew to Los Argeles. The U.S. Embassy in Tokyo confirmed her 
departure from Japan and said it should be considered her personal choice 


17 











JPRS~JAR> 86-015 
10 October 1986 


rather than political asylum. Dr Nguyen Tlii Son Phat, 49, asked the Embassy 
through her friends Friday for permission to live in the United States. Her 
request was granted and she left the new Tokyo International Airport at Narita 
at 5 p.m. Saturday. Phat, unmarried, came to Tokyo 19 June to accompany the 
ailing 6 year old Vietnamese twins, Viet and Duc, for treatment at the Japan 
Red Cross Hospital in Tokyo. The twins were brought to the hospital from 
Vietnam because Viet fell into a coma after suffering from sleeping sickness. 
[Text] [Tokyo KYODO in Engiish 1035 GMT 2 Aug 86 OW] /12913 


U.S. MANEUVERS ‘PROVOCATIVE'--Tokyo, 15 September (TASS)--The United States 
has deployed a large naval squadron in the Sea of Japan to hold provocative 
maneuvers in direct proximity to Soviet shores. According to an announcement 
published today by the Japanese agency for safety at sea, the aircraft carrier 
“Ranger” and several frigates passed through the Tsugaru Straits on Sunday 
evening and have joined the missile battleship “New Jersey,” which was already 
in that area. The modernized battleship, the atomic missile cruiser “Long 
Beach” and the destroyer “Merrill,” which are equipped with “tomahawk” nuclear 
cruise missiles, have been combined in a new naval formation, a destroyer 
combat group. Pentagon strategists have set aside a leading role in nuclear 
missile “gunboat diplomacy” for these units. As the newspaper NIHON KEIZAI 
points out, the Pentagon views these maneuvers as a demonstration of force 
intended to show its intention of keeping up tension in the Far East. [Text] 
[Moscow TASS International Service in Rvasian 0820 GMT 15 Sep 86 LD] /12913 


BADGE COORDINATING OFFICE--As the “New Badge System” [base air defense ground 
environment system, an automatic alert-control system] is being established as 
a nationwide network to serve as the center of air defense operations, the 
Southwest Composite Group of the Air Self Defense Force under the command of 
Hiroo Abe inaugurated its New Badge System Coordinating Office on 1 August. 
The office has a staff of approximately 15 personnel and is supervised by 
Lieutenant Colonel Tetsuro Moribayashi. The New Badge System replaces the 
present obsolete Air Defense Control Center (ADCC). Currently, a new air 
defense control center for the new system is under construction approximately 
20 meters underground inside the Group's Naha Base, which will be completed by 
thee end of the current fiscal year, equipped with up-to-date computers and 
other devices in fiscal 1987, and put into operation in fiscal 1988. The 
mission of the newly-established office is to coordinate preparations for the 
system's operations in Okinawa. The composite group's functions are thus 
being steadily upgraded. [Excerpt] [Naha OKINAWA TIMES in Japanese 8 Aug 86 
Morning Edition p i OW] /12913 


JAPAN-U.S. AIR DEFENSE EXERCISE--Miyazaki, 18 August KYODO--Japan and the 
United States will stage a five day joint Air Defense exercise beginning 25 
August in an area off Snikoku, an Air Self-Defense Force (ASDF) spokesman said 
Monday. An E-2C airborne early warning aircraft of the U.S. Navy will take 
part in the joint drill, the eighth using the ASDF Nyutabaru Base near here, 
for the first time, according to the spokesman. He said the exercise will 
also involve the 18th Tactical Fighter Wing of the U.S. Navy based at Kadena, 
Okinawa. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 1003 GMT 18 Aug 86 OW] /12913 


CSO: 4100/008 
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ECONOMIC 


TRADE SURPLUS HITS $7.5 BILLION FOR AUGUST 
OWO90801 Tokyo KYODO in English 0753 GMT 9 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 9 Sep (KYODO)--Japan posted a trade surplus of U.S.$ 7.50 
billion before seasonal adjustments in August, down from a record monthly 
high of U.S.$ 8.22 billion set in July, the finance ministry said in a 
preliminary report Tuesday. The August surplus represented the third 
largest monthly figure. The second largest was U.S.$ 7.51 billion in May. 


Customs-cleared exports in August rose 21.2 percent over a year earlier to 
U.S.$ 16.8 billion, while imports fell 10.3 percent to U.S.$ 9.3 billion, 
the report said. 


Behind the surge in exports was the continued effect of the yen's appreciation 
against the dollar, which automatically inflated the dollar value of yen- 
denominated exports, ministry officials said. 


Japan's trade surplus with the United States on a customs clearance basis 
totaled J.S.$ 4.42 billion, the fourth biggest ever, compared to a U.S.$ 
4.52 billion surplus--the second largest--Japan had with the U.S. in July. 


Japan's surplus with the European Community soared to U.S.$ 1.57 billion in 
August, the second largest after a record high of U.S.$ 1.60 billion in March. 
The officials attributed the fall in Japan's overall imports to a 57 percent 
drop in crude oil imports, which totaled U.S.$ 1.07 billion. 


Exports to the U.S., Japan's largest trade partner, showed a 26.5 percent 
year-to-year rise to U.S.$ 6.49 billion in August due to rises in shipments 
of automobiles, office equipment and semiconductors. Imports from the U.S. 
declined 1.5 percent to U.S.$ 2.07 billion. 


Japan's exports to the EC shot up 71.4 percent to U.S.$ 2.71 billion, the 
second largest ever after a record U.S.$ 2.82 billion in July. Most export 
items showed increases, with a notable rise seen in automobiles and office 


equipment. 
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Japan's overall automobile exports jumped 30.2 percent to U.S.$ 3.22 billion, 


while television exports dropped 44.6 percent and ship exports fell 40.2 per- 
cent. 


Exports to other Asian countries, excluding communist countries, climbed 


37.6 percent to a total of U.S.$ 3.43 billion, while imports dropped 14.1 
percent to U.S.$ 2.15 billion. 


In trade with China, exports fell 25.3 percent to U.S.$ 792.56 million, while 
imports dropped 20.1 percent to U.S.$ 442.23 million. 


/9738 
CSO: 4100/262 
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INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY ORDERS DECLINE IN JULY 
0W091147 Tokyo KYODO in English 0847 GMT 9 Sep 86 


[Text] Tokyo, 9 Sep (KYODO)--Japanese makers of industrial machinery con- 
tracted to export machinery and plant worth 67.53 billion yen in July, down 
56.6 percent from the same month last year, an industry association said 


Tuesday. 


According to the Japan Society of Industrial Machinery Manufacturers, the value 
of exports also represented a 42.8 percent decline from the previous month. 


Society officials attributed the sharp drop to the yen's rise in exchange 
value, making Japanese machinery more expensive abroad and eroding Japanese 
makers’ competitive edge. 


The officials also cited deteriorating foreign reserves of developing countries 
and the fact that countries in the Middle East are suffering a plunge in 
prices of primary products and crude oil--their main export items--as reasons 
for the order decline. 


Only three plant export orders were received during the month, totaling 16.52 
billion yen, down 67.4 percent from a year before and down 68.0 percent over 
the previous month. 


One order was from the Soviet Union for an acetic acid plant valued at 11.50 
billion yen, another was a 3.01 billion yen order from India for a gas turbine 
plant. and the third was from the United States for a plastic plant valued 

at 2.01 billion dollars. 


Industrial machinery export contracts, excluding plant, totaled 51.01 billion 
yen, down 51.3 percent from a year earlier and off 23.1 percent from June. 


Civil engineering and construction machinery contracts totaled 23.26 billion 
dollars, down 58.4 percent from a year before, followed by chemical machinery 
with 10.84 billion dollars, off 24.8 percent. 


/9738 
CSO: 4100/262 
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BRIEFS 


DECLINE IN EXPORT FIGURES--Tokyo, 9 Sep (KYODO)--Japan's contract-based 
exports fell 22.6 percent in Augurt over a year sarlier to 2.46 trillion yen, 
the biggest drop in a year, the Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
reported Tuesday. In dollars, however, exports in terms of traders’ reports 
to customs rose 17.0 percent to 15.15 billion dollars, marking the 13th 
consecutive year-to-year increase. The decrease in yer value was attributed 
to the yens continued appreciation against the U.S. dollar. The ministry slso 
said August imports in terms of traders’ reports to foreign exchange banks 
dropped 19.5 percent to 7.54 billion dollars or, in yen terms, 46.7 percent to 
1.22 trillion yen. Exports of automobiles, computers and optical equipment 
like cameras remained brisk, with the bulk being shipped to the United 

States, Europe and Southeast Asia. But exports of ships dropped by half 

over the previous year, the ministry said. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 
1115 GMT 9 Sep 86 OW] /9738 


FOUR PERCENT TARGET FAILS--Tokyo, 9 Sep (KYODO)--A high-ranking official of 
the Economic Planning Agency (EPA) Tuesday said it is impossible for the 
government to achieve the official target of a 4 percent growth rate this 
fiscal year ending next March. EPA Deputy Director General Hiroshige Otake 
told a press conference that the government has to give up the official goal 
due mainly to a slump in exports resulting from the yen's appreciation against 
the dollar. The economy is threatening to worsen in coming months due to 
“more than expected" deterioration in exports--although it is not expected 

to undergo a precipitous fall, Otake said. The remarks were made following 

an e*..ier announcement by the EPA that the real growth in the value of the 
country's gross national expenditures came to 3.6 percent on an annualized 
basis in the April-June period. Otake said the EPA will come up with a new 
official target after the government announces a packarce of reflationary 
measures on 19 September and a supplenentary budget «xpected to be drafted 

in October. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone told a press con- 
fercnce that the envisaged package of pump-priming measures will be worth more 
than 3 trillion yea--the first time he admitted the amount would exceed the 

3 trillion yen figure. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO is. English 1239 GMT 9 Sep 86 

OW] /9738 
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PRC EXPORTS TO EXPAND--Tokyo, 5 Sep (KYODO)--A private trade organization was 
established Friday to expand Chinese exports to Japan and correct trade 
imbalance between the two countries. The organization, called the Japan-China 
Trade Expansion Council, aims at raising international competitiveness of 
Chinese products, with cooperation from some 100 Japanese firms, including 
trading houses, manufacturers, department stores and supermarkets, officials 
said. Specifically, the council will conduct market research to see which 
Chinese products are saleable in Japan, check the effectiveness of export- 
oriented Chinese facotires, dispatch Japanese experts to cultivate Chinese 
human resources and spread know-how on trade and financial affairs. [Text] 
[Tukyo KYODO in English 1100 GMT 5 Sep 86 OW] /9738 


INTELLIGENT BUILDING VENTURE--Tokyo, 2 Sep (KYODO)--Nippon Telegraph and 
Telephone Corp. will set up a joint venture on Wednesday to get into the 
intelligent building field. An intelligent building is a building embodying 
the latest data communications equipment and automatic building management 
systems. The new joint venture, whicn will be called NTT Intelligent Building 
Service Co., will be capitalized at 30 million yen, with NTT providing 52 
percent, NTT Urban Development Co. 20 percent, and Nippon Sogo Maintenance 

Co. and the Telecommunications Welfare Association 14 percent each. NTT 
Intelligent Building will use NIT's communications systems know-how and latest 
building automation technology to provide support aid maintenance services for 
intelligent buildings. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 1032 GMT 2 Sep 86 OW] 
/9738 


CSO: 4100/262 END 
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